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Known to millions as the preeminent swashbuckler of the silver screen, Errol Flynn was a complex

man who lived a life far more adventurous than any of his films. In My Wicked, Wicked Ways, Flynn

reveals himself to be a self-aware and cosmopolitan devotee of excitement and pleasure. With

gusto, he recalls his years as a soldier of fortune in the South Seas, his trip to war-torn Spain, his

battles in Hollywood with studio honchos (Jack Warner was a particular nemesis) and ex-wives

(esp. Lili Damita), and the furor surrounding his trial for rape in 1943. Freely mixing verbal abuse

and tall tales with candid confessions, Flynn's autobiography makes for one hell of a read.
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For a generation or two of eager young men, he was the epitome of adventure and

accomplishment, especially with the opposite sex, and Errol Flynn's autobiography doesn't

disappoint. "My Wicked, Wicked Ways" is a remarkably candid and eloquent account of the star's

life as he saw it that reads like you are there spending a besotted long evening in the company of

the screen world's Tasmanian Devil.Errol Flynn won little critical acclaim in his lifetime. His only

Academy Award nomination, if you can call it that, was bestowed on Peter O'Toole for playing a

thinly-disguised Flynn in the 1982 film "My Favorite Year," where O'Toole plays a character named

Alan Swann with an affinity for cognac rather than vodka but otherwise is an obvious parallel for

Flynn.Was Alan Swann the real thing? Was Errol Flynn? "My Wicked, Wicked Ways" leaves room

for doubt. He tells some improbably tall tales of fighting natives in New Guinea and sailing through



hurricanes in the Caribbean. I think I believe the slapping story about Bette Davis, though, since I

read it in a couple of other places. The post-mortem story about John Barrymore is legendary, too,

and it's especially fascinating reading Flynn's account since he was the victim of one of Hollywood's

most legendary heartless pranks, a punking that Ashton Kutcher would have blanched at.Flynn was

an odd screen star, as he makes clear, starting out a gold prospector on the other side of the Pacific

from Hollywood with no thought of movie acting until he found himself virtually drafted by a director

making a movie about the mutiny on the Bounty, in which young Flynn played Fletcher Christian.
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